H 16 N 4 O 6 ,triclinic, P1 (no.2), a =6.6316(5)Å, b=10.5349(7) Å, c =11.8234(9) Å, a =99.303(2)°, b =92.014(1)°, g =96.918(1)°, V =808.0 Å 3 , Z =2,
Discussion
As an important branch of crown ethers, aza-crown ethers played asignificant role in many areas. Recent researches showed that aza-crownetherscan be used as chemosensor [1, 2] , drug carrier [3] and cutting agent for nucleic acid [4] . It was also reported that they can be used to capture CO 2 [5] ,todetect metal ions [6] and to recognize anion [7] .Inaddition, their derivatives can be used to treat for tumor [8] and HIV disease [9] . However, only tworoutes were reported to synthesize the 3,7-bisaryl-1,5-dioxa-3,7-diazacyclooctane: in 1985, Kolar [10] obtained the title compound by chance suffering from drawbacks such as unsatisfactory yields, cumbersomep roduct isolation procedures and rigorous condition. In 2006, Kakanejadifard [11] proposed another procedure to increase the yield to 84% in 24 hrs. Therefore, it is desirable to developasimpleand efficientmethodtoprepare aza-crownethers. Herein, we report anew way to prepare the title compound via a one-pot condensation between 4-nitroaniline and formaldehyde at room temperature with silica sulfonic acid (SSA)a sc atalyst withint hree minutes.T he torsiona ngles,C 2-O1-
178.0(2)°are in agreement with ac rown family conformation. Thestructuralparametersare similartothe structure of 3,7-bis(3-nitrophenyl)-1,5-dioxa-3,7-diazacyclooctane [11] . 
